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Brief overview of planning and urban policy in Brazil

eContemporary urban planning and policy evolved from modernist
urbanism to comprehensive/functionalist planning

» \Worldwide crisis of comprehensive planning, associated to
deeper crisis of capitalist modernity, led to new planning
alternatives

e Since the late 1970s-early1980s popular movements managed to
bring their demands to the public arena, evolving to structured
social groups

e State unable to provide minimum standards of urbanity and
living conditions for all.

e Participatory strategies turned into important methodological and
political criteria.

 The state, initially seen as the enemy, becomes a partner
 Planning and popular participation discourses start to converge



Brief overview of planning and urban policy in Brazil

 1990s — emphasis on urban and environmental regulation at local
level (1988 Constitution)

» Urban policy begins to incorporate the “real city” - the totality of
urban settlements, with their inequalities and differences, formal or
Informal, slums, peripheral developments, etc...

« Empowering capacity of environmental issues and environmental
justice movement — preservation + economic and social
distribution and justice - popular struggles articulated around
social and human rights, collective life quality and environmental
sustainability.

eUrban planning progressively introducing environmental criteria
In their policies and proposals - at the level of regulation there are
many collegiate instances of state/society participation and
decision-making



Brief overview of planning and urban policy in Brazil
At theoretical level — challenge of building a political ecology of
urbanization remains
o At practice level- merge between urban/social and environmental
ISsues

Ex: Urban Development National Policy

- Ministry of Cities (2003): housing, transportation and mobility,
urban programs (mainly land regularization and upgrading), and
environmental sanitation.

- National Council of Cities (2004): technical and professional
experts, popular and professional movements.

* Collegiate instances of decision in several geographical scales
and areas of intervention: collegiate councils, participatory
budgeting, irregular settlements and slums upgrading, community
administered housing policies, environmental licensing (and
Impact assessment) of urban activities, conferences, etc.






Planning and urban policy in Belo Horizonte

e Since 1993 - process of urban and environmental planning based
on social inclusion, recognition of urban informality, and popular
participation.

e Participatory Budgeting as key element in terms of redefining
priorities for resources allocation (infrastructure and housing).

o Participation redefined debate on governance
direct democracy X representative democracy.

e Integrative approach to environmental sanitation since early
1990s — considered a national reference — Brazil’s first Municipal
Sanitation Plan (2001) adopted same concepts later established in
the national policy.









DRENURBS - CRITERIA FOR PRIORITY SCALE

e GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION

e NECESSITY OF REALLOCATION OF DWELLERS DUE
TO ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS

e OCCURRENCE OF WATER-TRANSMITTED DISEASES
e OCCURRENCE OF FLOODS

AND ALSO, EXISTENCE OF OTHER FORMS OF
INTERVENTION, SUCH AS:

e URBAN PROGRAMS IN PROCESS OF
IMPLEMENTATION

e EXISTENCE OF WORKS DECIDED THROUGH
PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING
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No. | CURSO D'AGUA PRINCIPAL
Cdorrego Bonsucesso

1

2 | Cérrego das Pltelras

3 | Corrego Av. Marla Carmem Valadares
4 | Ribeirio da Onga/M.5. Pledade

5§ | Ribeirdo da Onga
&

7

8

9

Cdrrego Gorduras

Cdrrego Engenho Mogueira

Ribeirao Pampulha/Ribeirao 19 de Maio
Cdrrego Av. Baleares

10 | Cérrego do Mado

11 | Cdrrego Terra Vermelha

LEGENDA

Limite de Bacias Hidrograficas
Bacia do rio das Velhas

Bacia do ribeirdo da Onga e Isidoro
Bacia do ribeirdo Arrudas

Municipio de Belo Horizonte
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Divisores das Bacias Elementares
™ — Curso d’agua

[ ] Baclas em estudo
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DRENURBS/BID WATERBASINS
Adapted from . In: Ribeiro, 2006


http://www.pbh.gov.br/

BT L

' Wik 4 -J.'_‘:
N _.ﬁuf_ﬁ‘

Possible case study:
Bonsucesso creek
waterbasin

[ ] Bacia Elementar do Corrego Bonsucesso

== | jmite de Secretarias Regionais

Cdrrego emleitonatural cadastrado pelo PDDBEH
Cdrrego emleitonatural ndo cadastrado pelo PDDBH
Canal revestidofechado

Canal revestidoaberto

Area Parcelada

B vila econjunto de interesse social

© Area deocupacioinformal ndo classificada como ZEIS
[ Parquese Areas Verdes




Conflict between
housing and sanitation

Possible case study:
Bonsucesso Creek




